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Our mission is to track aquatic animals across Europe to better 
understand, protect and manage them.

europeantrackingnetwork.org/en

https://www.lifewatch.be/etn/



Our mission is to track aquatic animals across Europe to better 
understand, protect and manage them.
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• Context = technology type

• Carefully check before starting your work

• Different context = different metadata 
groups and fields
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https://rshiny.lifewatch.b
e/account?p=register

1. Please register to the ETN portal
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https://www.vliz.be/en/imis?ext=1&module=project&proid=5351




https://www.vliz.be/en/imis?module=dataset&dasid=7881
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1.   Select the context
Select import metadata   2.
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Upload your filled tag csv.
Make sure to include all 
required fields. Special 
attention to:

RECEIVER_STATUS set to available first

RECEIVER_NAME autogenerated, MODEL+SERIAL_NUMBER

BATTERY_ESTIMATED_LIFE the system will use this value to 

automatically calculate the 

BATTERY_ESTIMATED_END_DATE 

only after uploading receiver 
metadata, the deployment 
metadata can be uploaded.
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RECEIVER_NAME

An individual 
mooring of a 

receiver

Upload your filled tag csv.
Make sure to include all 
required fields. Special 
attention to:

RECEIVER_STATUS

RECEIVER_NAME

BATTERY_ESTIMATED_LIFE

only after uploading receiver 
metadata, the deployment 
metadata can be uploaded.

set to available active

after uploading a deployment, 
the RECEIVER_STATUS will 

automatically change to active

a receiver gets linked to a 

deployment by the field 

RECEIVER, present in both 

metadata files

needs to match exactly 

the RECEIVER_NAME 
present in the 

receiver’s metadata

MODEL + ‘-’ + 
SERIAL_NUMBER

RECOVER_DATE_TIMEleave empty first

Will be automatically filled-up 

by the system when uploading 

the receiver’s detection file

BATTERY_INSTALLATION_DATEFill up if battery 

was replaced.

Will automatically update the 

BATTERY_ESTIMATED_LIFE of 
the receiver
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1.   Select the context Select ‘Upload 
detection data’

2.
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Make sure all metadata (Tags, Receivers, 
Animals and Deployments) for these 
detections are in the system

All deployments for detections need to be 
open (without RECOVERY_DATE). If the 
deployment is not open, the system will not 
enter the detections

You can select whether a new deployment 
for that receiver should be created or not

After the import, a RECOVERY_DATE will be 
automatically assign to the receivers. This 
can be edited later



U
P

LO
A

D

U
P

LO
A

D

C
R

EA
TE

 A

During/after upload: status update

Pending
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How to avoid issues:
• Read the manual: https://lifewatch.be/ETN/assets/docs/ETN-

DataManual.pdf

• Read the field descriptions. For each field it provides an 
explanation, the format and an example

• Watch the video tutorials in the ETN youtube channel

In general…

• The character for decimal numbers is a dot
• The files for metadata upload must be comma-

separated and coded in UTF-8.
• The system does not accept special characters such as 

accents, exclamation marks, etc.

• Date-time: ISO 8601 →“yyyy-mm-ddThh:mm:ssZ”

• Owner group not found: Check the user dashboard

• Project not found: Check the user dashboard

• Receiver/tag not found: Did you upload all? Any spelling 
mistakes?

• Doesn’t recognize all headers: Use the .csv sample file

• Some information is missing: Fill out all compulsory fields

Linked by 
TAG_SERIAL_NUMBER

https://lifewatch.be/ETN/assets/docs/ETN-DataManual.pdf
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How to avoid issues:
• Read the manual: https://lifewatch.be/ETN/assets/docs/ETN-

DataManual.pdf

• Read the field descriptions. For each field it provides an 
explanation, the format and an example

• Watch the video tutorials in the ETN youtube channel

In general…

• The character for decimal numbers is a dot
• The files for metadata upload must be comma-

separated and coded in UTF-8.
• The system does not accept special characters such as 

accents, exclamation marks, etc.

• Date-time: ISO 8601 →“yyyy-mm-ddThh:mm:ssZ”

• Owner group not found: Check the user dashboard

• Project not found: Check the user dashboard

• Receiver/tag not found: Did you upload all? Any spelling 
mistakes?

• Doesn’t recognize all headers: Use the .csv sample file

• Some information is missing: Fill out all compulsory fields

Edit, duplicate or delete an entry

Look and select fields of interest

Download a CSV file 
with the metadata

Filter by field to easily find 
your metadata

https://lifewatch.be/ETN/assets/docs/ETN-DataManual.pdf


https://rshiny.lifewatch.be/etn-data/



This package provides functionality to 
access data from the 

database 
hosted by the Flanders Marine Institute 
(VLIZ) as part of the Flemish contribution to 

.

The ETN infrastructure currently requires the package to be run within 
the LifeWatch.be , which is password protected.

http://www.lifewatch.be/etn/


This package provides functionality to 
access data from the 

database 
hosted by the Flanders Marine Institute 
(VLIZ) as part of the Flemish contribution to 

.

The ETN infrastructure currently requires the package to be run within 
the LifeWatch.be , which is password protected.

You can find it in the ETN portal -> User info -> 

http://www.lifewatch.be/etn/


This package provides functionality to 
access data from the 

database 
hosted by the Flanders Marine Institute 
(VLIZ) as part of the Flemish contribution to 

.

The ETN infrastructure currently requires the package to be run within 
the LifeWatch.be , which is password protected.

You can find it in the ETN portal -> User info -> 

http://www.lifewatch.be/etn/
https://claumemo.github.io/ETN_tutorial


http://www.lifewatch.be/etn/

http://www.europeantrackingnetwork.org/
http://inbo.github.io/etn/index/html
http://inbo.github.io/etn/reference/indetx.html
https://claumemo.github.io/ETN_tutorial

claudia.meneses@vliz.be
etn@lifewatch.be
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MANUFACTURER

SERIAL_NUMBER
MODEL

TAG_ID_CODE

FREQUENCY

TAG_ID_PROTOCOL
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Upload your filled tag csv.
Make sure to include all 
required fields. Special 
attention to:

TAG_STATUS set to available first
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Upload your filled tag csv.
Make sure to include all 
required fields. Special 
attention to:

TAG_ESTIMATED_LIFETIME
the system will use this value 

to automatically calculate the 

TAG_ESTIMATED_ENDATE

Once the battery ends, the TAG_STATUS will 

be automatically set to ended

TAG_STATUS – set to available ended
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Upload your filled tag csv.
Make sure to include all 
required fields. Especial 
attention to:

SERIAL_NUMBER identifies a unique tag device



R
EC

EI
V

ER
S

TA
G

S
D

EP
LO

YM
EN

TS
A

N
IM

A
LS

Upload your filled tag csv.
Make sure to include all 
required fields. Especial 
attention to:

TAG_STATUS – set to available

TAG_ESTIMATED_LIFETIME

SERIAL_NUMBER

only after uploading tag 
metadata, the animal metadata 

can be uploaded.
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Upload your filled tag csv.
Make sure to include all 
required fields. Especial 
attention to:

An individual 
animal with a tag

TAG_ESTIMATED_LIFETIME

SERIAL_NUMBER

after uploading an animal, 

the TAG_STATUS will 

automatically change to 

active
TAG_SERIAL_NUMBERTAG_STATUS – set to available activeTAG_STATU

only after uploading tag 
metadata, the animal metadata 

can be uploaded.
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Upload your filled tag csv.
Make sure to include all 
required fields. Especial 
attention to:

An individual 
animal with a tag

a tag gets linked to an 

animal by the field 

SERIAL_NUMBER, present in 

both metadata files

needs to match exactly 

the tag’s serial 

number in the tag’s 

metadata

TAG_STATUS – set to active

TAG_ESTIMATED_LIFETIME

SERIAL_NUMBER

only after uploading tag 
metadata, the animal metadata 

can be uploaded.

TAG_SERIAL_NUMBER


